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              What is a surety bond? “A surety bond is a promise to be liable for the debt, default, or failure of another. It is a three-party contract by which one party (the surety) guarantees the performance or obligations of a second party (the principal) to ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                ABCs of Your Courier Insurance, Part II
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              In part I of our series we explored common concepts and categories that make up the foundation of many types of policies. It's important to note that the summaries we're providing are general guidelines, and reading your policies, including ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                ACA Pay-or-Play Penalties Released for 2025
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              On Feb. 12, 2024, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) released Revenue Procedure 2024-14 with updated penalty amounts to the employer shared responsibility (pay-or-play) rules under the Affordable Care Act (ACA) for the 2025 calendar year.
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              Since Accountable Care Organization (ACO) policy began with the Affordable Care Act (ACA), there have been two main pathways for the development of ACOs: The Medicare Shared Savings Program (MSSP), which remains unchanged, and the development of ACO ...
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              An understanding of Hurricane Idalia’s true financial impact is still months away, but we can provide some preliminary insights into the storm, and what we’re seeing regarding claims as well as provide some initial thoughts on how the insurance ...
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              Editor's Note: This article originally appeared in the Winter issue of Customized Logistics & Delivery Magazine, a trade magazine published by the Customized Logistics and Delivery Association. Reprinted with permission. As the ever-expanding ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                AI Might Strengthen Your Cybersecurity Program
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Artificial intelligence (AI) is rapidly transforming many industries. It’s already being used to improve cybersecurity and will likely have a major impact on cyber insurance coverage in the coming years.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Alert: Asset Managers and Hedge Funds Face More Scrutiny
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Earlier this year, the seemingly overnight failure of Silicon Valley Bank (SVB) and collapse of Signature Bank gripped news headlines around the world. Though the news cycle has quieted somewhat, repercussions persist for asset managers and hedge ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Alert: Canadian Wildfires Pose US Health Risk
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              A sickly orange haze obscured views from Manhattan offices on June 7, 2023. A byproduct of Canadian wildfires, smoke has traveled the jet stream into several US states, diminishing air quality. In some eastern locations, it’s currently unsafe to ...
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              Employee benefits costs, particularly healthcare, continue to climb. Benefits spend, of which medical coverage can comprise 90%, is typically the second largest line item on an employer’s balance sheet after compensation. Meanwhile, for many ...
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              Growth rarely comes without growing pains. For many cannabis enterprises, a major obstacle is finding — and keeping — employees. Employer-sponsored benefits can make a difference.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Biden Administration Executive Order on AI: Management Liability Insurance Considerations
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The White House’s October 30, 2023 Executive Order (EO) – titled, “Executive Order on the Safe, Secure, and Trustworthy Development and Use of Artificial Intelligence”1 – made the Biden Administration’s goal clear: to “establish new standards and ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Biden’s Gig Worker Labor Rule: Effects on Last-Mile Delivery Businesses
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The Biden administration recently announced a plan to redefine gig workers as employees under federal law. This has many in the last-mile industry asking, “what does this mean for me?”.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Bloomington, MN Paid Sick & Safe Leave Ordinance Effective July 1, 2023
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Bloomington, Minnesota’s Earned Sick and Safe Leave (ESSL) Ordinance goes into effect on July 1, 2023. The ESSL Ordinance requires employers to provide paid sick and safe leave time for employees performing work for their employer within ...
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              In 2021, the construction fatality rate in Boston was 2.5 times greater than the national average. To reduce the number of injuries and fatalities on Boston construction sites, Boston’s Mayor, Michelle Wu, on June 1, 2023, signed a new Construction ...
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              Employee demand for paid leave is high. In fact, in SHRM’s 2022 Employee Benefits Survey, leave benefits tied with retirement planning and saving benefits in importance, only healthcare benefits ranked higher.
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              Safety in the workplace isn’t simply about following rules; it’s a mindset for every action and decision. A safety-conscious perspective will prevent accidents and foster wellbeing in a work environment. Let’s unravel how safety psychology benefits ...
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              Events outside your control can bring your business to a screeching halt. After one of your best quarters, a wildfire could engulf your warehouse in flames. A hurricane could destroy your hotel’s roof, forcing you to shut down for weeks, costing ...
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              Watch the recorded Part 1 of our Business Interruption series where we covered what it is, how it's calculated, and the importance of having insurance for it. Get answers to your basic questions. Don't miss this opportunity to gain valuable knowledge.
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              Watch our past webinar where we discussed crucial topics like payroll coverage extension, contingent business interruption, and more. Our experts provided valuable insights to help you understand these extensions and their importance in managing financial risks. Watch the recording to learn more.
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                California COVID Paid Leave Relief Grant Program
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: As we previously reported in late 2022, the portal is now open for certain small businesses and nonprofits to apply for the CA COVID supplemental paid sick leave relief grant program. Click here to apply now. The application window for the ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                California Expands Paid Sick Leave in 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: On October 4, 2023, California Governor Gavin Newson signed into law a bill expanding California’s paid sick leave law (CA PSL), effective January 1, 2024. Employers will be required to provide California employees with 40 hours, or five ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                California’s Proposed Insurance Reforms for 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              In August 2023, we wrote about insurer capacity shrinking due to mounting losses from climate change-related disasters. In California, major carriers such as State Farm, Allstate, and Farmers, have stopped writing new property policies or ...
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                Cannabis Products: Transportation Insurance Challenges
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              As the country slowly embraces the legalization of cannabis, new business opportunities emerge. Cannabis transportation, for example, has grown tremendously in recent years — especially in the last-mile sector. The number of states allowing ...
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                Captives for Last-Mile Delivery Companies: Pros and Cons
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Last-mile is facing its twelfth straight year of rising auto liability premiums, driven by consistent losses in the transportation sector. As last-mile businesses hunt for cost-saving measures, captives have become a popular alternative option for ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Cargo Theft Prevention: 8 Tips
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Your cargo plays a pivotal role in connecting businesses and customers. However, it's a target for theft, especially around the holidays. Robberies lead to significant financial losses, put drivers at risk, and disrupt supply chains. These eight ...
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                Change Management 
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              In the "Change Management: A Risk Manager's Role in Sustaining Operational Efficiency" interview series, we explored common organizational barriers to change, identified critical success factors for change adoption, understood that people resist control more than change, and learned about Newmawashi, a Japanese approach for obtaining quick agreement on change.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Changes Coming for Medicare Part D Reinsurance
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Passed in 2003 and effective on January 1, 2006, the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act (MMA) established Medicare Part D and, for the first time, provided an outpatient prescription drug benefit for the 43 million ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Changes to California Disability/Paid Family Leave Program in 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: As a result of a law (S.B. 951) signed by California Governor Gavin Newsom in September 2022, changes are coming in 2024 and beyond to California’s State Disability Insurance (SDI) program, which also includes Paid Family Leave (PFL) ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Clear Protocols as Important as Ever Amid Healthcare Staffing Shortage
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Staffing shortages have hampered the United States economy since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. This shortage is particularly acute for the healthcare industry which faces a growing scarcity of trained professionals. Healthcare employment has ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Cold Weather Tips for Sailing Organizations
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Colorado Paid Sick Leave & COVID Leave Updates
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: Colorado Governor Jared Polis signed a bill amendment on June 2, 2023, expanding the covered reasons for employees to take paid sick leave under Colorado’s Healthy Families & Workplaces Act (“HFWA”), including for bereavement-related ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Compliance Reminder: CMS Medicare Part D Reporting Due February 29, 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Employers sponsoring group health plans that provide prescription drug coverage to individuals eligible for Medicare Part D coverage[1] must annually disclose to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) whether that coverage is ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Congress Seeks Input Upon ERISA’s 50th Anniversary
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA), which was enacted in 1974 and governs employer-sponsored benefits, including group health plans.[1]
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                Continuation Funds White Paper
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Courier And Same Day Delivery Insurance in 2023, The Bumpy Road Continues
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              As demand for home delivery services skyrockets, retailers and the industry at large are working to accommodate an exploding service sector. New technology and innovative solutions (apps, business models, insurance, etc.) are required to meet these ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Court Vacates Copay Accumulator Program Rule
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: On September 29, 2023, the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia vacated an HHS[1] administrative rule from 2021, which generally permitted copay accumulator programs under group health plans. Copay accumulator programs allow ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Crisis Management Webinar
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Watch our Crisis Management webinar. Learn effective pre-planning is a crucial element in any organization's Risk Management program. Whether it's conducting a Job Hazard Analysis or formulating an Emergency Action Plan, organizations invest a substantial amount of time and resources in addressing potential hazards and establishing protocols for emergencies. Surprisingly, what often gets overlooked are the actions to be taken in the aftermath of a crisis.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Cyber - Private Equity's New Priority
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Private equity firms need to consider the cybersecurity of their firm and their portfolio as a top priority.
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                Cyber Hygiene: Checklist
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Before underwriting or renewing cyber coverage, insurers are taking a deep look at each organization’s cyber practices. To qualify for coverage — and particularly, if you want the best rates and terms — you need the following resources and procedures in place.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Cyber Insurance and Social Engineering Attacks
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Criminals often use “social engineering” to groom victims and deceive them into transferring funds or sensitive data. If employees don’t recognize the hallmarks of a social engineering scam, they can easily expose your organization to substantial ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Cybersecurity Risks in Hospitality
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              For many hospitality businesses, tech isn’t a strength and cyber criminals know it. While you’re busy creating great customer experiences, bad actors are looking for entry points to nab credit card data and gain access to your financial accounts. ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                DE&I and Pride Month: Insurance Considerations
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Many DE&I (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) programs sponsor Pride Month activities. As Pride Month draws to a close, there’s a current litigation trend to be aware of in the DE&I space.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Deadline Approaching for 2022 CAA Rx & Healthcare Spending Reporting
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Just as group health plan sponsors finished completing their Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 (CAA) prescription and healthcare reporting (referred to as RxDC reporting) for the 2020 and 2021 plan years on January 31, 2023, the June 1, 2023 ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Designing an Elevated Internship Experience
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Since 2018, Risk Strategies has embraced experiential learning by sponsoring a hands-on business internship program. Our internship provides purposeful experiences, skill development, networking opportunities, and meaningful career training in the ...
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              The use of lithium ion batteries has skyrocketed with electrical vehicles and toys. With this increased use, has come an increase in fires and deaths. Understand the hazards associated with these batteries and steps you can take to reduce and mitigate your risk. Watch the recorded webinar now!
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              As we usher in 2024, the discussion about Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) within the Talent Acquisition space is just beginning. A key element of any Talent Acquisition (TA) roadmap for 2024 will be the ability to embrace change. As talent ...
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              Risk Strategies Consulting promotes that an effective use of data science, which is also a part of machine learning technology, is to meaningfully integrate, enrich, categorize, and curate data in a method that helps users create a more fact-based ...
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                Highland Fire in Southern California Poses Growing Wildfire Threat
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              On Monday, October 30th, a fire began in Aguanga, California which has since grown to cover nearly 2,500 acres and is currently 10% contained. Current wind conditions and low humidity continue to be a concern as officials work to contain the fire.
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              Today’s private equity market has both slowed and changed dramatically in the past six months and private equity firms are being much more cautious in their valuations and crossing every “t” and dotting every “I” in their due diligence. They are ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                How Small Businesses Can Avoid Cyberattacks
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Editor's Note: This cybersecurity article originally appeared in the Q3-2023 issue of Premier Flooring Retailer, a trade magazine published by the World Floor Covering Association. Reprinted with permission, this piece contains helpful tips for all ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                How Social Engineering Attacks Present Unique Risks for Health Care
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Social engineering scams have become more common and more costly—especially for health care organizations. These scams can result in significant financial and reputational loss, especially when an attack leads to a data breach. Digital ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                How to Avoid a Ransomware Payment – Part I
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              There is no getting around it; ransomware is here to stay. Ransomware is a type of malware (malicious software) that can be designed in many harmful forms. Cyber crooks use it to block and lock users from their computers and files until a ransom is ...
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              It may seem an oxymoron that a fire can be a catastrophic event for a marina, yacht club, or boatyard, surrounded by water. Yet, the danger of a devastating blaze is all too real. No marine business is immune to the risk of fire. The key is to ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                How Will States with Pay Transparency Laws Affect You?
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              California, New York, Washington, and Rhode Island have joined the growing list of states that require employers to communicate salary ranges for job openings. This is a big change from the past when companies kept salaries private to:
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                How Your Experience Modification Rating (EMR) Impacts Your Business
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Discover how your Experience Modification Rating (EMR) impacts worker compensation premiums and contractor prequalification's. Explore proactive control methods for lowering EMRs and achieving minimum thresholds. Maximize cost savings for your organization. Watch the recording now!
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                Hurricane Advisory: Florida, Georgia, Carolinas
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Updated 8:00 am EDT Thursday August 31, 2023 As of 8:00 am EDT on August 31, Idalia was downgraded to a Tropical Storm, with sustained winds of 60 mph. Idalia has moved off the coast of northeastern South Carolina where its strong winds and heavy ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Hurricane Lee Advisory
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Please follow all of the latest Hurricane Lee updates on the National Hurricane Center Website. Updated 5:00 pm EDT As of 5:00 pm EDT on September 13, Hurricane Lee was downgraded to a Category 2, with sustained winds of 105 mph. There is an ...
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                Insurance Careers Month – Highlighting an Industry with a Future
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The insurance industry has experienced significant employment growth, exemplified by Risk Strategies increasing its workforce from 430 to 4,100 employees since 2016. Industry expansion affords new and exciting career opportunities and there has ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Insurance Careers Month – Unveiling Insurance’s Promising Career Path
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The insurance industry has demonstrated substantial employment growth, as evidenced by the Risk Strategies workforce expanding from 430 employees in 2016 to over 5,000 employees today. Industry expansion affords new and exciting career opportunities ...
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              The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) recently announced in Revenue Procedure 2023-23 inflation adjustments to the applicable dollar limits for health savings accounts (HSAs) and high-deductible health plans (HDHPs) for 2024, along with the maximum ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                IRS Announces Increased Retirement Plan Limits for 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              On November 1, 2023, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced in IRS Notice 2023-75 cost-of-living adjustments to the applicable dollar limits for retirement plans for 2024.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                IRS FAQs Address FSA/HSA/HRA Reimbursements for Nutrition & Wellness Expenses
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) posted FAQs[1] on March 17, 2023 addressing whether certain costs related to nutrition, wellness, and general health are medical expenses that may be paid for or reimbursed under employer-sponsored account-based ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                IRS Final Rule Changes E-Filing Rules for ACA Forms in 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Brief Summary: Under recently released IRS final rules for 2024, there will be a significant change with respect to which employers will be permitted to file certain tax information returns in paper format. Previously, employers filing less than 250 ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                IRS Guidance On FSA Claims Substantiation
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) recently issued a Chief Counsel Memorandum (“Memo”) providing helpful insight into the claims substantiation process for Health Care and Dependent Care Flexible Spending Accounts (“HC FSA” and “DC FSA[1]”, ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                IRS Releases ACA Affordability Rates for 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The IRS released Rev Proc. 2023-29 on August 23, 2023, announcing the Affordable Care Act (ACA) affordability percentage threshold for plan years beginning January 1, 2024. This percentage is adjusted annually for inflation and will be set at 8.39% ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                IRS Tax Guidance on Wellness Payments Under Fixed-Indemnity Plans
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued a Chief Counsel Memorandum on May 9, 2023 (“Memo”) clarifying that wellness benefit payments under a fixed-indemnity insurance policy and funded as employee salary reduction under an Internal ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                IRS Transition Relief for SECURE 2.0 Roth Catch-Up Rule
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: On August 25, 2023, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued anticipated, and welcome, transition relief for retirement plan sponsors regarding the SECURE 2.0 requirement to designate catch-up contributions on a Roth (or after-tax) basis ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Is It Time to Unbundle Your 401(k) from Your PEO?
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              While Professional Employer Organizations (PEO) offer convenience, there are several compelling reasons why moving your 401(k) plan out of your PEO can be a smart financial decision. Here's why:
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Is Your Courier Business Inspiring Driver Engagement?
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              A recent Gallup study found 52% of U.S. and Canadian employees are “quiet quitting” (not engaged at work), and another 17% are “loudly quitting” (actively disengaged).
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                IVF Clinics Face Insurance Complexities
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Healthcare organizations create comprehensive risk management strategies to ensure patient safety, data privacy, regulatory compliance, and more. For in vitro fertilization (IVF) clinics, this planning has grown increasingly complex. Unfortunately, ...
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              Unemployed long-haul drivers have become an attractive new talent pool for last-mile delivery companies. The trucking industry saw a significant employment decline in February 2023, losing 8,500 jobs per the Bureau of Labor Statistics. This brought ...
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              Winter weather can create problems for transportation, especially for delivery drivers hitting icy and snowy roads. Enhance driver and cargo safety with these tips.
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              As law firms mull ways to bring employees back to the office, employment practice liability insurance (EPLI) claims present a significant, ongoing exposure. Mandating an in-office schedule may open the door to more litigation, particularly from ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                MA PFML – Clarification of Health Benefits Maintenance During Leave
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The Massachusetts Department of Family and Medical Leave (the “Department”) recently issued revised Massachusetts Paid Family Medical Leave (MA PFML) regulations for 2023.
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                Management Liability Brochure
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Managing Your Legacy with a Family Office
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              High-net-worth families often reach a point where they want full-time professional assistance to centralize the management of the family’s wealth, investments, real estate, employees, and other affairs. For a growing number of wealthy households, ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Maryland PFML Program Modified and Delayed One Year
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              As we previously reported last year, Maryland passed their own paid family/medical leave income replacement program in April 2022 (called “A Time to Care Act of 2022” and hereinafter referred to as “MD PFML”). The program was initially scheduled to ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Massachusetts Health Plan Coverage & Reporting Requirements
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: Employers with Massachusetts (MA) resident employees should be aware of certain MA state law health plan coverage requirements for state residents and also comply with upcoming employer health plan reporting requirements. Read on for more ...
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              Summary: Starting November 1, 2023, employees receiving Massachusetts Paid Family Medical Leave (MA PFML) benefits from the state are allowed to supplement, or “top off,” their weekly MA PFML benefit with accrued paid time off (PTO), such as ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Massachusetts PFML Updates for 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              UPDATE: MA PFML workplace poster and employer notices are now available for 2024 on the MA Department of Family and Medical Leave’s website by clicking here. The Massachusetts Department of Family and Medical Leave (the “Department”) recently ...
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                Minnesota Paid Sick & Safe Leave Coming in 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Brief Summary: Minnesota will soon join the ranks of many other states and local jurisdictions (including 4 cities in Minnesota) with earned paid sick and safe leave requirements, starting on January 1, 2024. Employers will be required to provide ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Museum and Gallery Construction: Managing Fine Art Risk
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Superstar architects excel at designing buildings that reflect a gallery’s or museum’s mission and aesthetic. But typically, they are not fine art risk management experts. Dramatic lighting, unusual building materials, and futuristic design can ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Museum-Gallery Hurricane Preparedness Checklist
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Natural Disaster Preparedness Kit
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              Ongoing layoffs in the high-tech sector have increased speculation that a recession is imminent. Despite a seemingly strong job market and continued low unemployment, the decelerating economy may lead to more downsizing. Organizations that need to ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Navigating the Impact of Climate Change on Fine Art Insurance
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Climate change has created noteworthy challenges for people seeking fine art insurance. Hurricane seasons have become longer and more intense. Wildfires and flooding, byproducts of climate change, are affecting broader swaths of the U.S. Even areas ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                New California Leave for Reproductive Loss in 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              California Governor Gavin Newsom signed a new law on October 10, 2023, requiring employers with California employees to provide employees up to five days of leave for reproductive-related losses, beginning on January 1, 2024.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                New Chicago Paid Sick & Paid Leave Ordinance Delayed Six Months
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              In very welcome relief for Chicago employers, on December 13, 2023, the Chicago City Council approved a six-month delay of the new Chicago city ordinance (Ordinance).
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                New Chicago Paid Sick Leave & Paid Leave Ordinance for 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Brief Summary: Effective December 31, 2023, employers with one or more employees working in the city of Chicago will be required to provide up to 40 hours of paid sick leave and an additional 40 hours of paid leave (for any reason) per year. This ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                New Group Health Plan Fiduciary Lawsuit Draws Attention
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: In what is likely to become a bellwether development for health plan fiduciary litigation, a new class action lawsuit was recently filed against Johnson & Johnson (J&J), alleging breach of fiduciary duty under the Employee ...
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              Summary: On February 2, 2024, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), together with the Department of Labor (DOL) and the Department of the Treasury (collectively, the “federal agencies”) released an FAQs document providing compliance ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                New Illinois Commuter Benefit Program in 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Illinois recently became the latest jurisdiction requiring certain employers to offer a commuter transit benefit to employees, starting in 2024 (“IL Commuter Benefit Program”). Illinois now joins New Jersey along with the following cities in ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                New Louisiana Unpaid Leave Law for Medical Screenings
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              A new unpaid leave law was signed by Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards on June 8, 2023, requiring Louisiana employers to provide one day of unpaid leave to employees for medically necessary cancer screening and genetic testing purposes. This new ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                New Paid Leave Ordinance in Effect for Cook County, Illinois
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: On December 14, 2023, the Cook County Board of Commissioners replaced the prior Cook County earned sick leave ordinance with a new paid leave ordinance. The new ordinance requires employers to provide their employees in Cook County, ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                New Proposed Mental Health Parity Rules Released
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: In the wake of the mental health crisis exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic and spotlighted in a recent Surgeon General advisory on loneliness and isolation, federal agencies have released proposed rules to reinforce and bolster the Mental ...
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              Brief Summary: On April 12, 2023, Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin signed a law requiring certain Virginia employers to provide unpaid organ and bone marrow donor leave (“VA Donor Leave”) for employees. VA Donor Leave goes into effect on July 1, ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                New York PFL Updates for 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              New York Paid Family Leave (NY PFL) launched in 2018 to provide caregiving benefits to New York State (NYS) workers and their families. NY PFL was implemented in a four-year phase-in period and benefits are now fully phased in. In 2024, the ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                NYC Earned Safe & Sick Time Final Rules
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: New York City issued final rules under the New York City Earned Safe and Sick Time Act (ESSTA), providing clarity on employer size, telecommuting and hybrid employees, employee notice, and documentation concerns, among others. These final ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                OSHA 300 Log and Inspections
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Discover OSHA 300 logs and their importance in our past webinar. We explained how to navigate, complete, and submit these logs on OSHA's login.gov platform to stay compliant. Watch the recording to learn more and prepare for OSHA inspections.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Paid Leave (For Any Reason) Coming to Illinois in 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Brief Summary: Starting January 1, 2024, employers with employees working in Illinois will be required to provide up to 40 hours of paid leave per year for any reason.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Pandemic Property and Casualty Tips
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                PBM Market Dynamics: Stuart Piltch's Call to Stay Calm and Informed
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Two of the three major PBMs, CVS/Caremark and Express Scripts, Inc. (ESI), have made recent announcements around alternative cost structures they will be offering in the marketplace. OptumRx has yet to make an announcement, but as one of the three ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                PCORI Fee Amount Increase for 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) recently issued Notice 2023-70, increasing the fees paid by group health plans to fund the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI).
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Peeling Back the Layers of Your Pharmacy Benefit Design
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              It’s the time of year for a pharmacy benefit annual review to evaluate benefit design options, new programs, and trend management solutions for the 2025 benefit year. While it is best practice for plan sponsors to review their organization’s core ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Peer Review In Design: Pluses & Perils
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              A proposal is a design firm’s chance to stand out, impress the client, and win the work. This program delve into the potential hazards associated with using "sales" language in proposals and how generic "boilerplate" proposals create risk. Additionally, it delve into effective strategies to craft winning proposals that not only impress, but also safeguard the design firm’s interests. Watch the recording now!
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Pixel Tracking: Avoiding HIPAA Violations
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Capturing customer data is a popular practice, with websites using the information to generate revenue or conduct market research. One method of data capture known as “pixel tracking” involves collecting and tracking user information from web pages ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Planned Power Shut-offs for Businesses
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                Portable Fire Extinguishers – Safety Report
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Post-Hurricane Checklist
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Preparing for the ASA Lookback Mechanism Deadline
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The New York Adult Survivors Act (ASA) made significant changes to the time limits for civil claims involving certain sexual offenses against individuals. Because the ASA's lookback mechanism to file a claim will close on November 24, 2023, please ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Preventing Losses at Yacht Clubs - Data Dive & Claims Stories - 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Preventing Nuclear Verdicts in Transportation
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Nuclear verdicts, meaning exceptionally high jury awards, continue to be on the rise in the commercial transportation industry. Both the number of occurrences and the dollar amounts are climbing. As a result, insurance rates are also increasing, ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Preventing Slips, Trips, Fall at Sailing Organizations
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Private Client Claims Reporting Guidelines 
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                Private Equity: Transactional 2024 Market Outlook
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                PUMP Act Highlights for Employers to Know
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              As August is National Breastfeeding Month, this is a good opportunity to become familiar, or even reacquainted, with the Providing Urgent Maternal Protections for Nursing Mothers Act (“PUMP Act”), enacted under the Consolidated Appropriations Act ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Q3 2023 Clinical RX Pipeline Report
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Q4 2023 Clinical RX Pipeline Report
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Ransomware Part II — Ignore Ransom Demands
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              As discussed in Part I, How to Avoid a Ransomware Payment, insurers strongly discourage paying criminals. Meeting a ransom demand rarely brings relief for the victim, and it emboldens bad actors to continue this type of attack. If ransomware has ...
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                Recent No Surprises Act & Health Plan Transparency Guidance
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: On July 7, 2023, the Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of Labor, and the Department of the Treasury (collectively, the Departments) released guidance in the form of an FAQs document, clarifying certain requirements for ...
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                Relocating? Who’s in CHARGE of your lithium-ion batteries?
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Lithium-ion battery-powered personal devices have moved well beyond mobile phones and laptops. Many of us have rushed to buy electric power tools, bikes, vacuums, and more. We can recharge them and use them in more places since they don’t require a ...
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                Reminder: San Francisco HCSO Upcoming Reporting Deadline
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Employers covered by the San Francisco Health Care Security Ordinance (HCSO) are required to submit the 2022 Annual Reporting Form by Monday, May 1, 2023. This annual HCSO reporting requirement was reinstated in 2022 for the 2021 reporting year ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Reporting Employer-Sponsored Health Coverage on Form W-2
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The January 31, 2024 deadline to file (and furnish to employees) 2023 Forms W-2s, Wage and Tax Statements, is quickly approaching.
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                Rethinking Women's Health in 2024: Insights from Stuart Piltch
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Differentiating healthcare for women is important. Women’s health evolves over a lifetime and each stage requires a personalized, coordinated, outcomes-based approach that needs proper diagnosis as well as the dismantling of assumptions.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Return to Work Program
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              In our past webinar, we explored the importance of having a return-to-work policy and timely claims reporting when an employee gets injured on the job. Watch the recording to discover the benefits of such policies.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Reviewing Your Recruit and Retain Strategy? These Critical Elements Matter.
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Changing workforce expectations and demographics mean most employers need to consider how those dynamics impact their ability to staff at all levels and keep those employees engaged.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Revised IRS Guidance for HSAs & COVID Relief After 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: Recent IRS guidance modifies prior COVID-related IRS guidance from 2020, which provided a temporary safe harbor permitting HSA-compatible HDHPs to pay for COVID-19 testing and treatment services on a first-dollar basis, or prior to members ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Riding the Line: The Risks of E-Bike Ownership
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Imagine this scenario: A 13-year-old child, who just received an e-bike for his birthday, decides to ride his new bike to school. While riding quickly on the sidewalk, he rounds a tight corner and hits a pedestrian walking their dog. The pedestrian ...
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                Ripple Effect: The Prolonged Impact of Water Damage in the Home
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Imagine this: You and your family take off for a ten-day vacation. Before you leave, a corroded pipe ruptures behind an upstairs bathroom vanity. No one notices the damp wall before rushing off to the airport. Days pass and water continues to flow ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Risk Report: Safe Propane Usage & Storage 
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Risk Strategies Consulting Clinical Rx Pipeline Report Now Available
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Our third-quarter Clinical Pipeline Report (accessible here) reviews multiple gene therapy approvals, the approval of first-ever treatments for ultra-rare diseases, upcoming impactful generics available (such as Vyvanse), the launch of multiple ...
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                Risk Strategies Consulting – What Makes Us Who We Are?
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Risk Strategies Consulting was formed in January 2023, as a separate and distinct entity within the Risk Strategies structure. The goal was to create a differentiating, independent consulting entity designed to serve the specific needs of large and ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Risk Strategies Consulting: Observations from 2018 Medicare Experience
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Risk Strategies Consulting: Q4 2023 Clinical Rx Pipeline Report
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Risk Strategies Consulting’s fourth-quarter Clinical Rx Pipeline Report is now available. This edition provides updates on impactful drug approvals and a forward-looking analysis of the clinical biosimilar and cell & gene therapy pipelines. In ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Safety Psychology 
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Safety is fundamentally about people, including those we work with and their families. OSHA Regulations, evolving since 1970, adapt to changing workplaces. Despite measures like programs and protective gear, injuries persist. Safety Psychology goes beyond physical measures, delving into how human actions affect organizational safety. Watch the recording to uncover overlooked crucial elements.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                San Francisco Health Care Security Ordinance Rates for 2024
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The 2024 rates for the San Francisco Health Care Security Ordinance (HCSO) were recently released by the San Francisco Office of Labor Standards Enforcement (OLSE).
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                SEC Cybersecurity Rules: Are You Prepared?
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Last month, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) released updated requirements for reporting cybersecurity incidents. These regulations mandate that all publicly traded companies disclose “material” cyber events within four days of ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Secure 2.0: Twelve Key Provisions for Retirement Plan Sponsors to Know Now
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Introduction The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023, signed into law on December 29, 2022, includes numerous provisions impacting retirement savings plans (referred to as “Secure 2.0”, collectively). Secure 2.0, lauded as landmark retirement ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Secure 2.0: What Small Employers Need to Know
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023, signed into law on December 29, 2022, includes numerous provisions impacting retirement savings plans, (referred to as “SECURE 2.0”, collectively). SECURE 2.0, lauded as landmark retirement plan ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Serving Student Mental Health Needs Over the Summer
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The student mental health crisis doesn’t disappear after the campus clears out for the summer. While some stressors may subside when exams wrap up, key contributors to the crisis persist year-round. So, higher ed decision makers grapple with the ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Social Inflation, Nuclear Verdicts and Last-Mile Safety
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Carriers covering the last-mile transportation industry have posted loss ratios in excess, or just about, of 100% since 2010. Social inflation, a term used to describe seemingly excessive jury awards, is getting much of the blame. Juries are indeed ...
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              Summary: This article summarizes recent developments and updates with respect to certain state-specific paid family and medical leave (PFML) programs as well as state/local paid and unpaid leave laws. Employers, particularly multistate employers, ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                State of the Market
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                State of the Market 2022 Outlook
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                State of the Market 2022 Wrap-Up & 2023 Initial Outlook
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                Stuart Piltch - Making Sense of the Ecosystem for Transforming Care
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Achieving optimal health cannot rely on improving physical health alone. Our holistic health journeys must nurture emotional resilience, a sense of well-being, and overall mental and physical health. Research conducted by the National Institute of ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Stuart Piltch Announces Healthcare Provider Network Assessment Whitepaper
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              In recent blogs, we’ve taken a look at network provider systems including the Uniform Data System and also how healthcare provider networks are under intense scrutiny. These insights were developed as part of an in-depth assessment of healthcare ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Stuart Piltch Examines the Value of Pharmacy Benefit Managers
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              In recent years, Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs) have faced increased scrutiny from various stakeholders within the healthcare ecosystem. This includes pharmacies, consultants, providers, legislators, and regulators who have, at times, portrayed ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Stuart Piltch on Blue Cross Blue Shield of California's PBM Move
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              On August 17, 2023, Blue Shield of California (BSCA) made a significant announcement that it was unveiling a new model to transform prescription drug care and save millions of dollars annually.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Stuart Piltch on the Intense Scrutiny of Healthcare Provider Networks
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The building and management of medical provider networks serve as a reflection of a payor’s foundational value to plan sponsors and members. Their value is often assessed by the financial discounts and other arrangements negotiated with various ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Stuart Piltch on Transforming Comprehensive Healthcare Auditing
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              As the healthcare industry becomes increasingly complex, the depth and types of required auditing also become more complex. Healthcare systems, from both payors to providers, face unique challenges and require more efficient auditing approaches. ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Stuart Piltch on World Mental Health Day, Influencing Better Outcomes
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              In light of World Mental Health Day (October 10), it is important to recognize that behavioral health is not solely confined to mental illnesses. Behavioral health also encompasses a broader spectrum of conditions including addictive behaviors, ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Stuart Piltch Reveals Emerging Healthcare Market Trends
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Healthcare is a large and complex network of landscapes that impact everyone in the United States, from investor to provider, plan sponsor, and patient. Changes in trends in the healthcare market segment have a direct impact on all those affected. ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Stuart Piltch Shares Developments in the Biosimilar Landscape
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Biosimilar drugs, a biological product highly similar to but with no clinically meaningful difference from an existing reference product (drug), are expected to reduce drug costs by $181 billion over the next five years. They also hold the potential ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Stuart Piltch Unveils Limitations & Concerns of the Uniform Data System
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Let us examine the most common tool in use today by consultants and carriers to evaluate the competitiveness of payor networks: Uniform Data System, also known as Uniform Data Specifications (UDS). UDS is a compilation of book of business (BoB) ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Supporting Student Mental Health in Higher Education
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              College students are increasingly struggling with mental health issues. The statistics are sobering. Students showing significant symptoms of depression increased from 25 to 41 percent between 2016 and 2021. Campuses saw a similar rise in students ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Supreme Court Decision Maintains Access to Mifepristone
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              On Friday, April 21, 2023, the Supreme Court issued a decision to maintain widespread access to mifepristone, a medication whose primary intent is to aid in medical termination of early pregnancy.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Surety Brochure
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                The CAT Zone Effect: Surging Costs in Commercial Property Insurance
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Don’t believe everything you read about the lack of commercial property insurance capacity. It’s out there, with some caveats. The real estate axiom “location, location, location” remains a pillar in the capacity story, but it’s not the whole story. ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                The Fine Print: What Regulatory Coverage is Offered in your General Partnership Liability Policy?
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                The Five Things You Need to Prepare for Cyber Renewals
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              An insurance renewal is a great moment for assessment – what you’re doing well as an organization, things that are accelerating growth, coverage that is protecting your business, and areas where you may be lacking. This is especially true in the ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                The Growing Need for Personal Cyber Insurance
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Imagine this scenario: You wake up one day to find that your home network has been hacked. Personal photos, banking credentials, and other sensitive data are all compromised before you even have the chance to think or respond. And even worse, the ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                The Hard Property Market’s Impact on Higher Ed
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Risk managers in Higher Education have always had to work within tight budgets and balance institutional priorities. Recent property insurance pressure makes their jobs even more challenging.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                The Health of Your Delivery Business, Time for a Checkup?
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Same Day Delivery is rolling and industry growth projections are pointing up. But the rapid growth of the delivery industry has attracted inexperienced players to the market. This rapid development leaves positions of power and management in the ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                The Key Component Missing in Benefits Strategy Planning
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              When it comes to your employee benefits strategy, offering a broader choice is directionally appropriate for most organizations. However, it does not mean offering a plethora of options is right for your business or for your employees.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                The Process for Automobile, Property, & General Liability Claims
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Our webinar recording on "The Process for Automobile, Property, & General Liability Claims: Claims Reporting and Handling Guidelines," which covered topics such as automobile accidents and claims, property claims, and general liability claims, is now available for viewing. Check it out to gain valuable insights into these areas.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                The Top Five Risk Management Challenges for Nonprofits
              
            
          

          
          

          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                The Way Forward as Climate Change Shrinks Insurer Capacity
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Climate change is dramatically changing the insurance market, shifting business realities for insurers and their customers. Every year, severe weather events cause frequent, significant losses nationwide. In 2022 alone, natural catastrophes brought ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Third-Party Litigation Funding in Last-Mile Delivery
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Nuclear verdicts in the commercial transportation industry are driving insurance premiums higher. A key contributor? Third-party litigation funding is ballooning claim payouts in these lawsuits. By understanding the impact of this trend and adopting ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Tips from the Trenches: Cyber Renewal
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The cyber marketplace is undergoing a period of unprecedented change. Colleges and universities are particularly being impacted due to historical claims experience. Watch Steve Bryant and Rob as they discuss the importance of being proactive and implementing best-in-class controls to differentiate yourself in this market and control your total cost of risk.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Tips from the Trenches: Disaster Recovery Part 1
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Dive into the insightful world of Higher Education risk management with Steve Bryant's "Tips from the Trenches" interview series. In Part One, Steve engages in thought-provoking discussions with subject matter experts, unraveling the complexities of risks in Higher Education. Watch the recorded webinar now!
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Tips from the Trenches: Disaster Recovery Part 2
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Elevate your disaster recovery strategy. Watch part two, Tips from the Trenches, an exclusive interview series featuring Steve Bryant and Tres Hurst. Discover key insights on building strong relationships between institutions and their disaster recovery partners. Watch the recording now!
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Tips from the Trenches: Disaster Recovery Part 3
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Dive into the aftermath of catastrophe on a university campus in the concluding episode of our Disaster Recovery interview series. Join Steve Bryant and subject matter expert Tres Hurt as they share insights and strategies. Watch the recording now!
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Tobacco-use Surcharges Result In DOL Investigation, Lawsuit & Penalties
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: In the wake of a recent Department of Labor (DOL) investigation, lawsuit, and resulting penalties against a group health plan for impermissible tobacco-use surcharges, group health plans are advised to tread carefully when imposing ...
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                Understanding the MGM and Caesars Cyberattacks: Lessons Learned
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Many of today’s increasingly devastating high-profile “cyberattacks” can actually be attributed to human error. The recent attacks on Caesars Entertainment and MGM Resorts stand as stark examples of this. Caesars reportedly paid a $15 million ransom ...
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              As we previously reported, Delaware passed the “Healthy Delaware Families Act” on May 10, 2022, establishing a paid family and medical leave insurance program for employees working in Delaware (DE PFML), set to begin paying out benefits on January ...
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              The annual Medicare Part D enrollment period, which generally runs from October 15 until December 7 each year, is quickly approaching. For employers who offer prescription drug coverage, that means they must distribute a notice of "creditable" or ...
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              Employers are required to post the revised U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) “Know Your Rights: Workplace Discrimination is Illegal” poster and remove their old one now to comply with the “Pregnant Workers Fairness Act" (PWFA), ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Updated CMS Instructions Released for 2023 RxDC Reporting
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Summary: The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) recently released updated RxDC reporting instructions for the 2023 reference year, which is due on June 1, 2024. These updated instructions highlight noteworthy reporting changes ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Washington CARES LTC Fund Deductions Begin July 1, 2023
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              As we previously reported last year, legislation was passed to delay the implementation of the Washington CARES Long-Term Care Fund (WA CARES). This action postponed the start date for employers to collect WA CARES payroll deductions from ...
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                What Insurance Do You Need for Adventure and Luxury Travel?
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Imagine this: While on a backcountry ski trip in a remote area of Patagonia, you take a nasty fall and break your leg. It takes several hours for a rescue team to reach you and move you to safety. You evacuate by helicopter to a regional hospital ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                When Water Doesn't Help; Boatyard and Marina Fires
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Don't miss our past webinar discussing best practices for boatyard, yacht club, and marina fire prevention. We reviewed the causes of fires, prevention measures, and recovery steps. Watch the recording to protect your vessel and community.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                White House Announces Plan To End COVID-19 Emergency Declarations on May 11
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              In line with the COVID-19 pandemic becoming endemic and moving into its next phase, on January 30, 2023 the White House Office of Management and Budget announced its plan to extend both the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency and COVID-19 National ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Why Architectural and Engineering Firms Need AI Ground Rules
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Chances are you’re already aware of AI’s explosive recent developments. News outlets are saturated with articles documenting groundbreaking AI advancements, and the AI industry is experiencing monumental growth.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Why CFOs & HR Must Come Together to Influence Benefits Strategy
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              With the current economic headwinds, and the potential of layoffs or hiring freezes, employers need to find new ways to keep benefits that matter most to employees while controlling costs. It is now essential for your Chief Financial Officer (CFO) ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Why Now is the Time to Start Your Small Business Retirement Plan
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Are you looking to enhance your employee recruitment and retention efforts? The recent implementation of SECURE 2.0 Act has enhanced and added new tax credits for eligible employers with 100 or fewer employees. If you're thinking of adding a ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Wildfire at Your Door: Do You Have a Plan?
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Imagine this: Your cell phone rings. The call is from a police officer, ringing the buzzer at your front gate. He speaks urgently, “We are asking everyone to evacuate now. There’s a fast-moving wildfire at the edge of town, and you need to leave ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Wildfire Mitigation and Prevention
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Wildfires have become more frequent and severe over the last several years causing billions of dollars of damage and destroying communities. Discover steps that can be taken to make properties more resilient and what you can do to be prepared should a wildfire come your way. Watch the recorded webinar for valuable insights!
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                Winter Weather Preparation 
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              This webinar gave insight into today's business world's active shooter climate and offered advice on quick and decisive responses in such situations, emphasizing situational awareness. It followed the "Run. Hide. Fight." methodology by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the FBI. Watch the recorded session for valuable guidance.
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Women Find Their Stride in the Waste and Recycling Industry
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              The National Waste & Recycling Association (NWRA) Women's Council is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year, a significant milestone for women’s role in this industry. However, data shows women are not attracted to “male-dominated ...
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              Despite highly publicized return-to-work mandates, many organizations today continue to support flexible work arrangements. If employees work from home at least some of the time, what are the workers’ comp insurance implications? Have you taken a ...
            
          

        

            
        
          
        

      

    

  

              
              
            

  
          
          

        

          

          
  
          
  
          
            
            
            
  
            
              
                
              
  
              
  
            
  
            
              
              
                
                 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  
  
    
    
  

  

    
      
        
  
    
      
    

    
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
      

      
      
    
  

        

        

      


    

    

      

        

          

          
            
              
                Workers’ Comp Insurance: 8 Ways to Trim Costs
              
            
          

          
          

          
            
              Editor's Note: This workers’ comp insurance article originally appeared in the Q2-2023 issue of Premier Flooring Retailer, a trade magazine published by the World Floor Covering Association. Reprinted with permission, this piece contains helpful ...
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              This webinar gave insight into today's business world's active shooter climate and offered advice on quick and decisive responses in such situations, emphasizing situational awareness. It followed the "Run. Hide. Fight." methodology by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the FBI. Watch the recorded session for valuable guidance.
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