
Winter Weather Home Preparation, Gowrie Group, www.gowrie.com  

 
 
Winterizing Your Home 
 
Severe winter weather can be hard to accurately forecast and often brings with it a dangerous mix of freezing 
temperatures, extended cold periods, ice storms, heavy snow and severe wind which can cause severe damage 
to homes and property.  Early preparation and proactive behavior goes a long way towards minimizing the impact 
of severe winter weather. 
 
Preventing Build-up of Ice, Snow, and Ice Dams on your Roof    
Ice and snow build-up can cause seepage, wall and ceiling cracking, and roof collapses.    

 Make sure your attic is well insulated to help prevent the melting-and-freezing cycle that can cause 
ice dams to form.    

 If possible, remove the first three to four feet of snow and ice from your roof after each storm. 
 If you replace or repair you roof, make sure to install a water membrane underneath the shingles. 
 If large icicles are present at the roof edge, try to safely knock them to the ground.  
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Preventing Frozen Pipes 
Plumbing is often located in the outer walls of homes, resulting in freezing or bursting pipes. Frozen pipes can be 
prevented with smart preparation: 

 Properly insulate unfinished rooms, such as garages, sunrooms, and entrance ways. Consider snap-on 
insulation for pipes.  

 Drain and shut off pipes flowing to outside faucets.  
 Consider leaving faucets dripping and cabinets open while you are away to expose plumbing to warmer 

air. Also, have someone check your house regularly to minimize damage if a pipe does burst.  
 Install a low temperature alarm which activates your alarm system if the home temperature falls below a 

pre-set level.  
 Make sure you know how to shut off water valves, in case a pipe bursts. 
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Proper Use and Maintenance of Heating Systems 
The improper use or poor maintenance of heating systems such as furnaces, fireplaces, wood-burning stoves and 
space heaters can cause fire, puff-backs and smoke damage. Maintain your heating system to minimize issues 
and long term damage.  

 Service furnaces and boilers at least once a year.  
 Keep plenty of space between space heaters and household objects.  
 Clean chimneys and flues periodically.  
 Keep fire extinguishers on hand, and make sure everyone in your house knows how to use them.    
 

Add the following winter supplies to your disaster supplies kit: 
 Rock salt to melt ice on walkways and driveways.  Be  aware that rock salt loses its effectiveness 

when temperatures drop to 18 degrees or below. 
 Sand to improve traction on icy surfaces. 
 Snow shovels and other snow removal equipment.  
 A good supply of dry, seasoned wood for your fireplace or wood-burning stove. 

 

In the Event of a Loss: 
Take steps to control the damage. Move property out of harm's way and protect it from the elements.  

 To report a claim, contact Gowrie Group and ask for your account manager or our any of our claims experts 
(Gowrie Group main phone: 800.262.891)    

 Visit www.gowrie.com/claims to look up the direct claims number for your insurance company.  
 Read and print Gowrie Group’s Claims Reporting Guidelines and Tips 

 
 
 
Sources: Chubb Group of Insurance Companies, FEMA, Travelers, and Gowrie Group www.gowrie.com. This information is 
advisory in nature. No liability is assumed by reason of the information in this document. 

http://www.gowrie.com/
http://www.gowrie.com/claims
http://www.gowrie.com/pdfs/Claim_Tips_GG.pdf
http://www.gowrie.com/

	Add the following winter supplies to your disaster supplies kit:

